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Cultural Distinctions: 
The Indicative and the Subjunctive

Justo Gonz‡lez refers to Hispanics as a subjunctive culture. Anyone whose Þrst
language is English and who has studied Spanish has wrestled with the per-

vasive presence of the subjunctive mood in the Spanish language. It is not so
much the memorization of conjugations that confounds, but the cultural refram-
ing that must occur to use the subjunctive properly.



In general, 



for theological reßection. Such is the case of the Hispanic cultures of the United
States, whose practices of penance offer a rich source of theological reflection












