


isterium, or in which the bishop is daddy to his little ßock. Lay Christians are not
children of their clergy, but all Christians are children of God. In fact, the meta-
phor is directed primarily to the relationship between the triune God and the
community of believers. ÒGrowing up,Ó then, means growing more into the like-
ness of God as individuals, as a community of faith and, in the last analysis, 
as the whole people of God.

To explore the value of this metaphor of maturation for the life of the church
today we proceed in four steps. First, we clarify the meaning of the terms
accountability, credibility,and authority,and their relationship to one another.
This preliminary analysis leads to the claim that the interrelatedness suggested















ways, but it is in virtue of sharing in the authority of the whole church that a


