COLUMN: New Voices

“They Might Have Guns, but We Have
Flowers”: The Integrity of Creation
and Peacebuilding

by Abbey Schumacher

Petit Journal went viral. In the interview, the child expresses concern about remaining in his hometown:

ey have guns. ey can shoot us because they’re really mean, daddy” e father, however, refuses to let

his child be defeated: “ ey might have guns, but we have owers.” e child protests, but the father explains that
the owers are there “to ght against guns” e boy considers this for a moment. “It’s to protect?” he asks, a smile
creeping across his face. At last the child tells the reporter, “I feel better A er watching this interview, however,
| found myself weeping— nally breaking under the weight of a mountain of su ering in multiple cities that week
alone. If only the answer were that simple, | thought. Yet Pope Francis o ers me a crucial reminder: “Everything is

Shortly a er the attacks in Paris last November, a video of an interview with a father and son by France’s Le

% | suggest that a deepened understanding of this relation-
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http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/paris-terror-attacks/fathers-talk-son-about-paris-terror-attack-goes-viral-n464981
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/paris-terror-attacks/fathers-talk-son-about-paris-terror-attack-goes-viral-n464981
http://www.democracynow.org/blog/2014/9/25/global_warming_and_global_warring
http://www.democracynow.org/blog/2014/9/25/global_warming_and_global_warring
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http://www.democracynow.org/blog/2014/9/25/part_2_kumi_naidoo_of_greenpeace
http://www.democracynow.org/blog/2014/9/25/part_2_kumi_naidoo_of_greenpeace
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/14/us/pentagon-says-global-warming-presents-immediate-security-threat.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/14/us/pentagon-says-global-warming-presents-immediate-security-threat.html?_r=1
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/11/17/paris-attacks-provide-ready-material-for-republican-candidates.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/11/17/paris-attacks-provide-ready-material-for-republican-candidates.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/07/martin-omalley-isis-climate-change/399131/
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/07/martin-omalley-isis-climate-change/399131/

A relational worldview not only deepens our understanding of the deteriorating cycles of violence we face, but
may also contribute to building a more holistic and lasting peace. Such a worldview is foundational to the Chris-
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